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1933-2012 
Kent Ipsen, one of Harvey Littleton's first 
students at the University of Wisconsin, and 
a pioneer in cast glass art who formerly 
chaired the crafts department and founded 

the highly respected glass program at the 
Virginia Commonwealth University School of 
Arts, passed away February 19 from cancer 
at age 79. 
 
Ipsen "was internationally recognized for 
his sculptural works in cast glass as well as 

for his painterly blown-glass vessels," which 
private collectors as well as public 
institutions sought, wrote Tina Oldknow, 
modern glass curator at the Corning 
Museum of Glass. His pieces exhibited in 
venues from the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum and the Brooklyn Museum to the 

Corning Museum of Glass and the Vatican 
Museum. 
 
"As one of studio glass founder Harvey 
Littleton's first students at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, Ipsen may be 

considered as one of the pioneers of the 
American Studio Glass movement, which 
celebrates its 50th anniversary this year," 
Oldknow wrote. 
 
"Ipsen's work in blown glass debuted in the 
important 1970 exhibition, 'Objects USA,' 

with the work of other studio glass pioneers 
such as Marvin Lipofsky, Dale Chihuly, Fritz 
Dreisbach and Richard Marquis. 
 

"His work in cast glass, a relatively new 
medium for artists in the late 1970s, 
appeared in the influential 1979 exhibition, 

'New Glass: A Worldwide Survey,' the first 
major international survey of studio glass." 
 
The Peninsula Glass and Charles H. Taylor 
Arts center are pleased to be able to exhibit 
a selection of his work, with the kind 

assistance of the Ipsen family.   

Kent Forest Ipsen 

 

“My work starts with an idea, a model and 
many charcoal sketches, usually very large. The 
sketches become the basis for clay modeling the 
size of the finished crystal pieces. A rubber/
fiberglass mold is made of the clay model. The 
mold is removed; clay is recycled. Hot wax is 
poured into rubber mod, cooled, removed and 
invested in dental plaster and concrete. Wax is 
removed with steam. A new mold is placed in 
an electric kiln, filled with crushed glass, fired 
and slowly cooled. Great fun when they make 
it!”   



 

 

 

 


